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Barbara Kingsolver's 1988 debut novel is a classic workof American fiction. Now a standard in

college literature classes across thenation, and a book that appears in translation across the globe,

The BeanTrees is not only a literary masterpiece but a popular triumphâ€”anarrativeÂ that readers

worldwide have taken into their hearts. The Los Angeles Times calls The Bean Trees â€œthe work

of a visionary.Â .Â .Â .Â It leaves you open-mouthed and smiling.â€•
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THE BEAN TREES is a novel about a young woman, Taylor Greer, who leaves her home state of

Kentucky to find a life outside of what she knew - growing up to become barefoot and pregnant. She

wanted more than that, but she did not really know what she wanted.She finally arrives in Tucson

and meets a woman who wants to give Taylor a 3 year old child. Taylor promises to take care of the

little girl. Whether the woman is the child's mother, we never do find out. But Taylor does find out

right away that something is not right with the child. Turtle, the name Taylor gives the child, does not

talk. Taylor also finds bruises over the child's body while giving her a bath. Maybe Taylor has saved

this child from a horrible life, but now she is responsible for the welfare of this little Indian american

girl.But now what to do? No money and no job, and she's got a kid she never planned on

having.Taylor and Turtle end up in a small town in Arizona and after meeting several nice people

who help them out, they end up living with a gal named Lou Ann, who has her own story to tell. The

book is intertwined with the stories of both women so we get to know them both very well.Along the

way they meet and get involved with a hispanic couple, Estevan and Esperanza. They are from



central America, and their story is a mystery, except we know Esperanza knows very little English,

and Estevan was an English teacher in his home land. The four of them, along with little Turtle,

become good friends, and soon Turtle is responding to the love she is getting from her new family.

But there is still the mystery of what really happened to little Turtle....THE BEAN TREES is the 2nd

Barbara Kingsolver novel I have read, THE POISONWOOD BIBLE being the other one.
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